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Brewery Newsletter
The last newsletter was a rushed mailing to let everyone know about the floods
that hit us on the 7th November. Much has happened since then, and one of the
changes is that we've moved to using Mailchimp to keep in contact with
members, customers, and friends. So this is our new-style (and probably still
irregular!) newsletter. Please let me know if it works for you, what you'd like to
see included or excluded. Thanks.
Bernard Caddy
secretary@dronevalleybrewery.com

Happy New Year
to all members of Drone Valley Brewery!!
After a challenging end to 2019, we are looking forward to a better 2020.
The sterling efforts of our wonderful volunteers have ensured that we have been
able to start the new year brewing and bottling our great beers again.
Our brewery cannot work without volunteers to help run our bar, run the bars at
our outside events, promote our beers and most importantly brew our beers!!

If you feel you’d like to become more involved in the brewery we’d like to hear
from you.
We love people to get involved-after all it is ‘Your Community Brewery’. This is a
unique venture and I for one am very proud to be associated with it.
Onwards and upwards in 2020!!
I look forward to seeing you at our various events or at The Brewery Bar on a
Saturday afternoon.

Lucy Donnelly
Chair, Drone Valley Brewery
chair@dronevalleybrewery.com

Volunteers are always welcome
Drone Valley Brewery is a community brewery, run by volunteers, with opportunities
for all members to get involved beyond the just enjoying the products. If you'd like to
know more, contact info@dronevalleybrewery.com

What could you do?
You can help to promote the brewery. We cannot invest a lot in advertising, we rely
on customers and our members to do a great job of spreading the word in pubs,
clubs, and retail outlets. To help grow sales we'd like to establish a group of

volunteers to represent the brewery with our friends in the trade.
You can brew some beer. You'll get involved in all aspects of the brew.
There's preparing the malts and hops, mashing in, boiling the wort, and transfer into
the fermenting vessel, with lots of washing and digging-out and cleaning to make sure
the process is smooth and successful. There's racking out: filling casks, labelling, and
stacking for storage, and then cleaning the fermenting vessel.
Volunteers help with cask and bottle delivery to local outlets, and collecting empties,
and also cask cleaning: the returned casks need the label, shive and
keystone removing, and then cleaning and sterilising when ready to be filled.
Bottling our bottle conditioned beers relies on a group of volunteers for preparing
the bottles, filling, capping, labelling, boxing, and stacking.
Volunteers are also crucial to maintain the brewery. As well as regular cleaning and
tidying associated with brewing, racking, bottling, and deliveries, we have a
programme of regular maintenance and improvements for the brewery building and
equipment.
We have a regular opening on Saturdays, 11am-4pm, at the brewery tap to sell
bottles and draught beer. We also run a number of pop-up bars and stalls during the
year at local events, selling bottles and often also draught beer. Volunteers are always
welcome to help set-up and tear-down the pop-up bars at the start and end of the day,
and to work during the day on the bar promoting and selling our beers and talking to
people about the brewery.
Also if you have experience of brewing, in the trade or as an enthusiastic amateur,
please let us know.
Find out more...
The brewery website https://dronevalleybrewery.com will tell you more about your
brewery. To get involved, email info@dronevalleybrewery.com or come and chat with
other members at the brewery tap or a pop-up bar

Have you seen the new website?

Great work has been done by one of our members, James Singleton of JHS Web
Design http://www.jhswebdesign.co.uk/home/ to update the website for us. If you've
not seen it, it's worth browsing around.
http://www.dronevalleybrewery.com

Where has all the bottled beer gone?

Sadly we lost all of our bottle conditioned beers and over half of our cold filtered
beer, and so our range is limited at the moment. We also lost around half of our
cask stock, and our priority has been to rebuild stocks to support our trade

customers. We have now started to bottle some other brews to give a wider
range, but it will be a few months before we have the breadth of recipes that we
were all used to.

Has the restoration finished?

No! The priority for the brewery was to get the brewery bar re-opened, and then
be able to restart brewing and bottling. However there is still work to be done to
repair the brewery and replace missing equipment and consumables. The deep
clean of all our casks is a long but essential process. Thanks to the Derbyshire
County Council and the Brewers Society for grants towards recovery, and all
the members and friends who gave so generously, and our landlord and
suppliers who’ve also helped.

Missing some Members
If you know of any members who have not been getting emails from the Brewery
and would like to, they can contact us
at secretary@dronevalleybrewery.com and we will add them to our mailing lists.

What's been brewing?

Since the flood, we’ve rebuilt stocks of casks with gyles of our core beers - Gosforth
Gold, Dronny Bottom Bitter, Coal Aston Porter, and Fanshawe Blonde. We’ve
now been able to restart the ‘specials’ with a batch of Candleriggs now brewed in
mid-Janary.

The Drone Valley Brewery is owned and run by its members with three key aims – to brew
good beer, to support the local community, and to give all profit to local good causes.
Join us! Own a brewery and support your local community!
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